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In the name of God, the All-Knowing, we launch the First Issue of the Journal of
Contemporary Magasid Studies (JCMS) that aims at reviving and developing the
maqasidi thought and supporting contemporary innovative and applied maqasid
studies and research in order to arrive at new epistemological and methodological
frameworks. The maqasid heritage throughout the Islamic history was extensively
accumulated, studied and investigated, yet it remained captive to simplistic
approaches that focused on the maqasid only as an instrument and mechanism.
This had emptied the maqasid from its epistemological and methodological
dimensions with the exception of some research attempts based on the constructive
and critical approaches of the maqgasid methodology.

Therefore, we aspire at the Journal of Contemporary Maqasid Studies to contribute
extensively to the promotion of maqgasid methodology and the development of new
magqasid-based research in harmony with the following fundamentals:

N Critical Studies: it is almost impossible to develop maqasid-based thought
without relying on constructive critical foundations which requires awareness
of the existence of an accumulated magqgasid heritage that needs criticism,
analysis and revision and renewal.

X Comprehensive Methodology: it aims at addressing the maqasid issue from
multifaceted methodological approaches instead of the classical legal approach
to expand the framework of the magasidi approach to incorporate human and
social sciences and scientific knowledge.

N  Effective Implications: this is carried out by applying the maqgasid methodology
on various fields of knowledge according to a worldview that takes into account
the epistemological and specifications of the disciplines and their
methodologies.

N Contextual Approach: this is based on the understanding of different contexts
of human societies because it is impossible to apply the magasid methodology
without appropriate knowledge of the cultural frameworks and peculiarities of
societies to avoid extracting answers from “history” or from “the other” which
were primarily generated from different contexts than our contemporary
circumstances and frameworks.

1 Revised and Edited by Dr. Mawloud Mohadi.
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These are some of the major methodological foundations required for the maqgasid-
based research. This calls for a new approach and alternative to the classical
methods that have restricted the maqasid scholarship on different levels. Hence,
the maqasid methodology, as envisioned through the Journal of Contemporary
Magqasid Studies, aims at making the maqasid an effective approach to studying
humanities and social sciences from a maqasidi perspective that offers a
comprehensive worldview to human issues and phenomena.

Therefore, we endeavour in the Journal of Contemporary Maqgasid Studies to focus
on the maqasid methodology and its applications in various disciplines of the
humanities which requires rebuilding the foundations of maqasid according to a
scientific method based on the Islamic sciences and heritage. Despite the
abundance of magqgasid-based research in contemporary academia, there is still a
need for reviewing, critiquing, and evaluating this science and developing new
theories and approaches to it that are comparable to or superior to contemporary
scientific theories. This cannot be accomplished without engaging the sciences of
Shari’ah in the light of maqasid as a science, reality and objectives of the Lawgiver.

This is probably one of the main purposes of establishing this promising journal
(JCMS) which will open a comprehensive academic space for discussions that
develop the maqasidi-based method and elevate its contributions and significance.
This journal invites constructive thinking on the maqasid studies and methodology
based on diligence, innovation, and contextual engagements.

In this regard, the First Issue of the Journal of Contemporary Maqgasid Studies
consisted of contributions from distinguished professors, researchers and scholars
who have a demonstrated history of maqasid scholarship and authorship. It starts
with Prof. Dr. Jasser Auda who illustrated the theoretical structures and practical
aspects of the maqgasid methodology in his multifaceted framework that abridges
his most recent published work entitled Re-envisioning Islamic Scholarship:
Maqasid Methodology as New Approach. Secondly, the journal publishes Dr. Aly
Abdel Moneim’s work on the ontology and epistemology of maqasidi-based
knowledge and its educational implications. Another eminent maqasidi scholar Dr.
Jamila Tilout also contributes to the first issue of JCMS with an opening and an
article on the maqasid-based method and the problems of system layout. Dr Jamila
believes that the ideas of the Maqasid Institute upon which the Journal of
Contemporary Maqasid Studies is based will contribute to the realization of this
system through the application of maqgasid methodology to arrive at the awaited
renewal within the Islamic and global context.

The First Issue also contains a valuable translated work of Prof. Dr. Basma
Abdelgafar who applied the maqasid methodology and its elements on the political
sphere based on the values of unity, purposefulness, collective decision making,
and rectification which are brought into a new light in the political and human
realms. This Issue also contains a review Prof. Jasser’s book Re-envisioning
Islamic Scholarship: Maqasid Methodology as New Approach by Ustazh Mo'taz Al-
Thaher.
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In short, the First Issue of the Journal of Contemporary Maqgasid Studies has

published selected papers that are distinguished in quality and approach especially

those related to the magasid methodology and its implications in different

disciplines to develop new theories and frameworks. Last but not least, we hope
that this Issue will pave the way for more researchers and scholars to contribute to

the development of the Journal of Contemporary Maqasid Studies with their

works, scientific papers, creative ideas and penmanship.

Finally, the JCMS committees invite readers, researchers and academics to

contribute to the upcoming Issues and Volumes especially with research related to

the following topics:

N
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The Fundamentals of Tafsir (Usil Al-Tafsir): Towards a Structural Study for a
Contemporary Exegesis of the Holy Qur‘an;

Reconstructing the Fundamentals-based Method: A Maqgasidi Approach

The Fundamentals of Hadith (Usal Al-Hadith): Narration and Understanding:
A Magasidi-based Approach Towards the Sciences of Hadiths;

The Fundamentals of Islamic Philosophy (Usial Ilm al-Kalam) and
Comparative Religions: The Crises of Worldviews amongst Jurisprudential
Schools and between Religions;

Phenomena Studies related to Digital Communication and Artificial
Intelligence;

Family in the Digital Age: Challenges and Success Cases;

Education in the post-Covid era;

Contemporary Arts;

The Purposes of Human Society;

Politics and Management;

Contemporary and New Immigration;

Education in Contemporary Era;

Futuristic approaches to the post-Covid World.

These are some of the themes that scholars and researchers are invited to

contribute to at the Journal of Contemporary Magasid Studies as devised by the

editorial team whose vision, in this journal, is applying the maqasid approach and

methodology in contemporary disciplines.

All praise is due to Allah and peace be upon His Messenger.

Jamila Tilout
Managing Editor, Journal of Contemporary Maqasid Studies
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