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Abstract

Quoting out of context can become especially serious when dealing with religious
texts. As will be demonstrated in this article, attention to context (siyaq) is essential
to proper understanding and translation of the Qur'an. However, in
much tafsir writing, and in most of the translations of the Qur'an into English, as
well as more general discussion of the Qur'an, we come across examples where
insufficient regard to the context seriously mars understanding and results in
misrepresentation of the Qur'an's message. The study of context has a central place
in rhetoric (baldgha) and in Qur'anic studies in Arabic, but is hardly mentioned in
Qur'anic studies undertaken in English. This article explores the significance of
context in reading the Qur'an. In the introduction, I outline the various types of
context, and then move on to examine its role in determining the meaning of words
and sentences, and in determining the inclusion and omission of material, as well as
the order and amount of material used in any given situation in the Qur'an. The
discussion will also explore which linguistic features can cause difficulties in
determining meaning, and what clues are given in the Qur'an to help identify the
context and appropriate meanings of specific passages. Examples will be given from
translations of the Qur'an, tafsir, and Qur'anic studies.

Keywords : Qur’an; tafsir; translation; context; wujuh.
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Who will guard you night and day from the Merciful? Yo A 93

Who shall guard you by night and in the daytime from the All-
merciful
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"My father, I fear that some punishment from the Merciful will touch you."
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They say, "The All-Merciful has taken unto Himself a son. You have indeed
advanced something hideous! The heavens are wellnigh rent of it and the
earth split asunder and the mountains wellnigh fall down crashing for that

they have attributed to the All-merciful a son: and it behoves not the All-
merciful to take a son."
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And naught prevented mankind (al-nas) from believing when the guidance

came unto them save that they said: Hath Allah sent a mortal as [His]

messenger?
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"By those [winds] that scatter far and wide, that are heavily laden, that

speed freely, that distribute [rain] as ordained, what you are promised is
true: the Judgement will come."
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this is in order that you may know that God knows what is in the & AL
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so that you may know that God has knowledge of all that the heavens
and the earth contain
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They also say, ‘Why has no sign been sent down to him from his Lord?” Say

.. No creature is there crawling on the earth, No bird flying with its wings,
but they are nations like unto yourselves. We have neglected nothing in the
Book (al-kitab); then to their Lord they shall be mustered.

We have neglected nothing ... to their Lord they will :&¥ oig) axaz 3 (5, Pl
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When the [four] forbidden months are over, wherever you encounter the
idolaters, kill them, seize them, besiege them, wait for them at every lookout
post; but if they repent, maintain the prayer, and pay the prescribed alms,

let them go on their way, for God is most forgiving and merciful (Abdel
Haleem)

%ﬁufvﬂr“) ijj&ﬁuﬂhf AR ;ﬁwmo;?}bwmu\
(04 dg)
et 0 DI ST a2 S ST AT et e sy il AT 56
B s e o8 ) s Y amy oy kel jw ey b e leulid)y hogd
;367N 5,530 AW A5 Kl 2 Jl) o e

Copyright © 2023 JCMS



JCMS Vol. 2, No. 1, 2023, p. 135-158 | 149

Then, when the sacred months are drawn away, slay the polytheists
wherever you find them, and take them, and confine them, and lie in wait
for them at every place of ambush. But if they repent, and perform the
prayer, and pay the alms, then let them go their way: God is Allforgiving,
All-compassionate.
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